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Introduction
The launch of the National Catechetical Study (NCS) 2021:
Pastoral Action Research and Intervention (PARI) Project coincided
with the meeting of the National Association of Catechists of the
Philippines (NAC-PHIL) and the Association of Catechetical
Centers and Colleges with Religious Education (ACCCRE). It was
attended by the members of the NCS 2021: PARI Project, Catholic
Bishops' Conference of the Philippines-Episcopal Commission on
Catechesis and Catholic Education (CBCP-ECCCE), catechetical
directors and leaders, lay catechists, and Catholic educators. The
program was divided into four parts: (1) Research
Conceptualization and Consultation or RCCP 1; (2) simultaneous
meetings of NAC-PHIL and ACCCRE; (3) RCCP 2 and open forum;
and (4) a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Registration and
Introductory Activities
The registration for the event started at 8:00 AM. Afterwards, the
attendees were asked to introduce themselves; including the
institution and the ecclesiastical territory (ET) they were affiliated
with. The host, Ms. Anorico, requested everyone to stand up for the
opening prayer led by Rev. Fr. De Leon, the executive secretary of
CBCP-ECCCE. Then, the singing of the Philippine National Anthem
followed, signalling the start of the day’s event.

Dr. Nonato, the Vice Rector for Research and Innovation of the
University of Santo Tomas (UST) formally welcomed the participants,
guests, and speakers of the event and the University. After which,
Most Rev. Mallari, the chair of CBCP-ECCCE gave an inspirational
message to the participants.
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The first part of the program
focused on the first half of RCCP.
The host introduced the principal
investigator of NCS 2021: PARI
Project, Dr. Batan, to facilitate this
process. He provided an overview of
the project and went through the
Research Conceptualization and
Consultation Tool (RCCT), which the
attendees answered within ten minutes.

RCCT intended to solicit insights, ideas, comments, and opinions on the
conceptual focuses of the three pastoral action research of NCS 2021:
PARI Project – Studying the Catechized (SC), Studying Catechetical
Centers (SCC), and Studying Catechetical Human Resources (SCHR).
As part of the research consultation process, RCCT also included the
sociodemographic profile and questions on research engagements to
establish networks and linkages throughout the course of the study.

Research Conceptualization &
Consultation Process (RCCP) 1

After RCCP 1, ACCCRE and NAC-PHIL proceeded with their assembly.
ACCCRE reviewed the organization's articles of incorporation and
bylaws and presented their proposed research-based interventions,
such as catechesis for children with special needs, popular religiosity,
etc. Moreover, NAC-PHIL discussed the following: 1) rationale, 2) task
of the organization, 3) organizational structure, and 4) membership. It
embraces its vision of initiating a movement or association of catechists
and [Catholic] religious educators in the Philippines. The meeting also
recognized the founding members of NAC-PHIL, who were present in
the gathering. Lunch break followed after the joint assembly.

ACCRE & NAC-PHIL Assembly
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Research Conceptualization &
Consultation Process (RCCP) 2

Dr. Batan started the afternoon session by showing a short video
presentation to introduce the NCS 2021: PARI Project Research Team.
After, he facilitated RCCP 2 and presented the Google Form version
and Spreadsheet of RCCT and the summary of responses. The
project’s research associates presented the RCCT results. They linked
these findings with possible implications to the understanding of the
project's key concepts.

Figure 1 shows that the concept of
catechized is perceived by the respondents
as people baptized in the Catholic faith or
those who receive Catholic instruction.

On the other hand, there is a
consensus on catechetical center as a
physical structure (Figure 2). The
participants view catechetical center as
a place, center, or space where
formation and catechesis transpire. Ms.
Anorico emphasized the need to
update the status of catechetical
center, specifically on proper
documentation and research analysis
of historical events and curriculum.

For catechetical human resources
(CHR), the perspective of the
participants revolves around
administration, leaders, catechists, and
formators. Dr. Meneses highlighted the
need to consider the situation of
catechists. The objective is to improve
the status quo by providing better
compensation for their service to the Church.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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After the RCCP 2, Dr. Batan started and facilitated the open
forum. The first participant, Sr. Butay from the Diocese of Laoag,
shared her experiencial learnings from her observance of
catechists, which are the following:

“Catechists are multitaskers. They juggle their time in cleaning their
church, arranging flowers, acting as facilitators during mass, washing
dishes, and sometimes, even serving as choir members. Even if the
catechists are happily teaching their students, when in a moment of
conflict of time, the catechists tend to prioritize the Church, forcing
them not to attend their respective classes.”

“Catechists perceive themselves as self-paid. Amateur catechists
receive compensation of PhP1,000.00. In rare cases, a full time
catechist who has been in service for more than 25 years and with a
Religious Education Degree may receive a maximum of PhP9,00.00.
The volunteer catechists are given minimal compensation. They are
paid by the parish and not by the Diocese.”

“Most catechists are graduates of a Bachelor of Secondary Education
(BSE) degree without catechetical formation.”

Open Forum

"People are generous but not
generous to the Church. May
time na walang katekista ni isa.
Ang mga katekista every year
nag-iiba. Kapag nakahanap ng
pagtatrabahuhan, nag-iiba”

- Sr. Elizabeth Butay, MCST

“They do not have an office. What they have is a space in the
parish where they could do their work.”

“Other religions dominate Ilocos Norte. Catholic is only a minority.
In their residence, there are about 600,00 Catholics, but they only
have 151 catechists.”
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As a response, Dr. Batan shared that only 54 ETs were included in
the NCS 2018 report, which was only about 60 percent of the
catechist's population in the country. The other ETs had no sufficient
number of responses. For example, only one response was collected
in the Diocese of Laoag.

"Ecclesiastical territories that are not responding are indicative of
structural issues and problems in their catechetical ministry practice."

- Prof. Clarence M. Batan, PhD

Although Dr. Batan appreciated the responses of ETs, he was still
worried about those ETs that did not respond because it may be
indicative of the lack of focus or of the absence of CM.

1. Why is it hard to appreciate our catechists?
2. What makes it difficult for the

institutions to support the life of catechists?
3. Why is the center poor?

Fr. Hebron affirmed the intention of NCS 2021: PARI Project. He
suggested considering the matter of spirituality and asking the
following questions:

He sees these matters as a common ground to understand the
background and response of the catechists. He used the metaphor of
work and spirituality, saying:

“Kung sa trabaho, may attitude problem, sa spirituality,
may spirituality problem”

- Fr. Jasper R. Hebron



1. Person that needs catechesis
2. Catechized person
3. Catechized person who
knows their faith and has
the ability to share their faith to others.

Ms. Balajadia responded that spirituality covers many things. In general, it
is about one’s experience. She believed that the kind of spirituality that Fr.
Hebron referred to was how the spirit works in CM. Considering the
current situation of the catechized, it is no longer about the spirituality of
the catechized but also of the leaders. In this light, she pointed out that
spirituality starts from the leader then everything follows.

Moreover, Ms. Balajadia shared one research question of NCS 2021:
PARI Project that asks who the Filipino Catholics are. Issue such as
students' confusion on the understanding of the difference between
being a Christian and a Catholic is a problem in the level of catechized.
One dimension that the current project would like to investigate is the
kind of spirituality the Church is trying to form in the catechized. Is
intimacy with Christ led by the kind of spirituality found in the charism
of catechetical centers or is it the trinitarian kind of spirituality?

The NCS 2021: PARI Project's
second theme is the catechized.
According to the sharing, there are
three emerging types of catechized:

Dr. Batan shared that the current project attracts critics from social
sciences point of view because of the assumption that Filipino
Catholics have a split-level of Christianity and Folk Catholicism.
Concerning this matter, he argued that it is theoretically problematic
to assume. He also pointed that we need to conduct further research
to understand who the Filipino Catholics are. The concept of being a
Filipino is clear; however, the concept of being a Catholic remains
uncertain. Moreover, he mentioned that there is no maturing in faith in
the process because, empirically, the Catholics are not familiar with
the basic Catholic doctrines.

Open Forum | 8
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“We have not evolved to make ourselves to be fully
catechized because we stopped in a particular learning point”

- Prof. Clarence M. Batan, PhD

Concerning the issue of a split-level Christianity, Dr. Batan believes
that no split happened to the point that we fully understood 'being a
Catholic.' While on the topic of Folk Catholicism, Dr. Batan holds that
folk traditions exist, but Catholicism remains problematic. According
to the data, there are issues of Filipino Catholics being
“sacramentalized” but not “Christianized” and children catechesis as
the only focus of CM in the Philippines.

Ms. Constantino, a faculty member of the UST Institute of Religion,
was grateful for the efforts of the NCS 2021: PARI Project Research
Team. Concerning SCHR, she suggested including catechists,
directors, and coordinators in the screening and asking who the
director of the catechist respondents is. Moreover, she justified that it
is not to question the spirit that the bishops and priests would handle
but to give voice to the catechists.

Even with the directive of the Department of Education (DepEd) and
Commission on Higher Education (CHED), not only did the students get
lost but also the people behind the teachings of the doctrines. Dr. Batan
clarified that these ideas did not primarily come from him, but these
findings are already empirically validated in the NCS 1979 and NCS
1989. These findings became more problematic because, over the
number of decades, the findings were still the same. It indicated that the
Church overlooked the empirical evidence of these issues and did not
intervene to improve the CM's situation.



- going, being, doing.
based on the general national directory

catechetical centers

The same with previous sharers, Sr. Castillo started
with expressing her gratitude for the team's research
endeavours for the Church. As one of the creators of
the tool for catechetical center certification, she
shared the three aspects of

Open Forum | 10

1. Going is to survey the qualifications of catechetical leaders and
know their educational status.

2. Being includes the catechized, the different sources of faith, and
need to know their knowledge about the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) and Christian spirituality.

3. Doing is to know the different activities conducted by catechetical
centers to pursue and enhance training in the formation program.

At the end of her sharing, Sr. Castillo hopes that the
use of their survey tool would contribute to the catechetical formation.

Dr. Batan mentioned that last March 8, he received a copy of the
aforementioned tool given by Sr. Enginco, which he shared with
Ms. Anorico for SCC. The team asked permission to use the tool to
study the state of the catechetical centers and proceed in making
improvement plans.

A participant said that there was already an existing tool created
to monitor the performance and condition of catechetical centers.
There was a plan to pilot test the tool, but it was not implemented.
The suggestion was to check and validate the said instrument
because the tool was created years ago. Some items in the tool
might no longer be relevant. Dr. Batan mentioned that the team
could utilize the said tool for SCC.

The participants hoped that certification is part of the project's
intervention activities. In response to this, Dr. Batan argued that there is
a need for the team to validate first the importance of certification and
know the disposition of various catechetical centers about it. This
argument embraces the research process – to propose and conduct
intervention projects based on the research.

Watch the short
video of the
event here:



Moreover, Sr. Enginco explained the
process of certification. When a
catechetical center is ready to be certified,
they should write their bishop. Then, the
bishop shall write to CBCP-ECCCE, which
will send a team of certifiers that will
conduct surprise visitation and report to
the bishop. The bishop will be the one to
decide (in a form of self-assessment) and
report his final decision to CBCP-ECCCE.

Most Rev. Mallari commented that the process of certification is a way to
set up standards and requirements because the bishops want to be guided
in the decision process. He also assured that the bishops will not serve as
an obstacle for the project and will participate in its implementation.
Moreover, he recognized the need to study CM for its improvement.

One participant wished Dr. Meneses good luck for she believed that
many problems are in the dimension of catechetical human resources,
especially in the aspects of administration, finance, and retention of
catechists. She deemed that it takes courage to interact with the
catechetical leaders. Moreover, this participant looks forward to the
betterment of CM on or before 2021 with the project's help. She
mentioned that it is just the fear of professionalizing catechists that the
spirituality will be lost and hopes the project to find a way to strive the
balance. Dr. Meneses responded that nothing is impossible with a
diplomatic conversation.

Another suggestion from a participant regarding SCHR is to include
catechetical resource materials in the analysis. As a response, Dr.
Meneses clarified that the mentioned study will tackle formation,
training, tools, and personnel management. She also guaranteed that
the given suggestion would be taken into consideration.

11 | Open Forum
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Most Rev. Mallari also suggested asking for the
screening process for directors, especially the
cases of ETs with minimal resources such as the
Diocese of San Jose with 700,000 populations in
45 barangays. He, then, shared that multitasking is
a reality and exists in many ETs. With 32 parish
priests (for the case of San Jose), it is inevitable to
not multitask. In addition, being a bishop is no
excuse in experiencing multitasking. Moreover,
Most. Rev. Mallari noted the importance of
guidance and knowledge of the possible
requirements for directors and coordinators.

Rev. Fr. De Leon insisted to investigate the
aspect of multitasking reality among the
catechetical ministers. He also argued that
the intervention of professionalism of
catechists lessens the Christianity and
service aspect. Moreover, he mentioned
that the topic of catechists receiving a
bigger allowance or not is worth pondering.

The last participant of the open forum agreed that the bishops would
be happy for the research endeavours and guidance for they are the
first catechists and the first people responsible for the task of
evangelization. She shared her knowledge about Catechesi Tradendae,
the first catechetical document signed by St. John Paul II in 1979. She
believes that this document is the cornerstone of CM. In this light, she
described and asked the following concepts:
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1. The Seed and Soil. Where and who receives the seed (good
message of salvation)? Is it the public school, children, families,
migrants, OFW, etc.?

2. The Sower (catechists). They are all types of senior catechists.
She emphasized the need for more mature and advanced
sowers. Where are the Biblical content and official guides such
as CCC and CFC in our catechists? What is the formation of our sowers?

3. The Structure. Are the bishops helping the catechists and parish
priests in the parishes? Is there a designated catechetical office
in the parishes to conduct and put up their activities?

4. The Sources (human resources and financial resources). In 1992,
compensation for the catechetical services was not seen as an
act of benevolence but as an act of justice.

5. She ended by saying that the output of 1977 was seeded at
catechesis. She hoped that we could go back to that as our
guide (Vatican documents) and noted that activities like the
project are a good way to recall those documents.

After the open forum, the NCS PARI: Project Research Team, participants,
and guests went to St. Dominic de Guzman Chapel, Tan Yan Kee Student
Center (TYK), University of Santo Tomas (UST) to attend the celebration
of the Holy Eucharist, which served as the closing of the project launch.

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
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