
2020

Formation Tracer
Study Tool (FTST) Workshop
August 10, 2020 (Monday) | 1:00 – 4:00 PM
Online via Google Meet





2020

Formation Tracer
Study Tool (FTST) Workshop
August 10, 2020 (Monday) | 1:00 – 4:00 PM
Online via Google Meet



The Porticus Asia, Ltd. awarded an international research grant to conduct
this study. This funding assistance is a generous help in the Catholic and
spiritual formation of our catechetical ministry in the Philippines

Published by University of Santo Tomas (UST)
Research Center for Social Sciences and Education (RCSSED)
Room 211, Thomas Aquinas Research Complex (TARC),
UST, España Boulevard, Sampaloc, Manila, Philippines, 1015
Telephone: +632-8786-1611 local 4040 | Telefax: +632-8731-3535
Email: rcssed@ust.edu.ph

Copyright © 2021 by Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) - Episcopal
Commission on Catechesis and Catholic Education (ECCE).and Research Center for Social
Sciences and Education (RCSSED) University of Santo Tomas (UST)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher,
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

Layout Design by Coleen Elisabeth C. Candelario

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons,
PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.

Recommended Entry:

The National Catechetical Study (NCS) 2021: Pastoral Action Research and
Intervention (PARI) project: research activities/ [Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the
Philippines (CBCP) – Episcopal Commission on Catechesis and Catholic Education
(ECCCE) and Research Center for Social Sciences and Education (RCSSED) University
of Santo Tomas (UST)] -- Manila, Philippines: UST Research Center for Social
Sciences and Education (RCSSED), c2021.
pages; cm

ISBN 978-621-8269-24-8 (EPUB)
ISBN 978-621-8269-25-5 (Hardbound)
ISBN 978-621-8269-26-2 (Softbound/Paperback)
ISBN 978-621-8269-27-9 (PDF read only)
ISBN 978-621-8269-28-6 (PDF downloadable)

1. Catholic Church – Catechisms. 2. Catechisms. 3. Catechists. 4. Catechetics –
Philippines. 5. Philippines. 6. Religion and sociology. 7. Social research. I. Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) - Episcopal Commission on
Catechesis and Catholic Education (ECCCE) II. University of Santo Tomas’ (UST)
Research Center for Social Sciences and Education (RCSSED).

BX1959.9 .N213 2021

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Documenter:
Jaycar P. Espinosa

Language Editors:
Jaycar P. Espinosa
Arcelyn M. Adriano



CLARENCE M. BATAN, PhD, Principal Investigator

MA. CECILIA L. BALAJADIA, MA, Research Associate – Studying the Catechized

HEIDEN ANORICO, MA, Research Associate – Studying Catechetical Formation Program

FLORENCE CO-NAVIDAD, EdD, Research Associate – Studying Catechetical Human Resources

JAYCAR P. ESPINOSA, Project Assistant for Research and Documentation

TISHA ISABELLE M. DE VERGARA, Project Assistant for Research and Documentation

RUTH DL. ANDAYA, Project Assistant for Administration and Finance

MA. LUISA DL. ANDAYA, Multimedia Officer

NCS 2021: PARI Project Team

1 | Formation Tracer Study Tool Workshop

Introduction

Workshop on Formation
Tracer Study Tool (FTST)

This workshop is intended to redevelop the Formation Tracer Study Tool
(FTST) of the National Catechetical Study (NCS) 2021: Pastoral Action
Research and Intervention (PARI) Project – Studying Catechetical
Formation Programs (SCFP). This is a preparation for the pre-testing of
the aforementioned research tool before data gathering.

The workshop opened with a prayer led by Ms. L.
Andaya. The actual discussion started with the
viewing of the FTST in Google Form facilitated by
Ms. de Vergara. Each item was read; decisions on
maintaining, improving, or deleting the item were
made by the NCS 2021: PARI Project Research
Team.

Concerning the 'Criteria Questions,' Ms. de Vergara clarified that the tool's
target respondents were catechists who underwent formation. The first
criteria question was changed to "In any point of your life, have you ever
been a catechist?" to validate whether the respondent had experienced
being a catechist. The team decided to maintain the also the second
criterion.



In 'Consent to Participate,' Dr. Batan
reminded Ms. de Vergara that asking
for the respondent's name should be
optional. In this light, she added the
term "optional" after "Name."
Concerning the 'Ecclesiastical
Province (EP) and Ecclesiastical
Territory (ET) Indicators,' the word
"Ordinariate" was misspelled; she
corrected it.

The first question under the theme 'Catechetical Formation Program
Information' was deleted. The team decided that the first question
should be, "From what you can recall, which of the following types of
catechetical formation programs you have undergone? Check all that
apply." About this question, Ms. de Vergara was instructed to change
the question type to multiple checkboxes. In addition, Dr. Batan found
the question's options insufficient. As a response, the research
associates improved the options. The resulting choices were "Basic
Orientation," "Certification Program," "Associate Program," Degree
Program," Post-Graduate Program," and "Others." Moreover, the team
decided to put examples after the choices.

Furthermore, Ms. Balajadia suggested considering the improved
question "From your estimate, how long have you undergone
catechetical formation program/s?" as a follow-up question of the
former question. In the latter question, the options were also
reconstructed. The resulting choices were "Less than a week," "One to
three weeks," "One to two months," "Three to six months," "Seven to 11
months," "One to two years," "Three to four years," and "Five years and
more."
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In addition, Dr. Batan inquired if the term "spaces" would be better than
"providers." Dr. Navidad responded that the term "providers" was better
since it merely meant "the ones who provide the formation." On the
other hand, "spaces" would only mean the "venue" or "location" where
the formation was facilitated. Thus, the decision was to maintain the
term "providers." Moreover, Dr. Batan told Ms. de Vergara to change the
question type to a checklist. Furthermore, the options were improved.
The resulting choices were "Parish," "Vicariate," "Diocese," "Formation
Center – Community Life," "Formation Center – Live Out," "School-based
(College)," "School-based (University)," and "Others."

Under the theme "Catechetical Formation Curricula,"Ms. Balajadia
suggested that the first question should be about awareness, then
followed by whether the institutions strictly followed the curricula or
not, and its effectiveness. Dr. Batan agreed with her suggestions. With
this, the resulting questions were, "Were you ever aware of any
curricula used during your catechetical formation program?" "From your
experience, did your catechetical formation program strictly follow the
curriculum?" In addition "From a scale of one to five (five being the
highest) assess the level of effectiveness of the curriculum in your
catechetical formation program."
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The team decided that the question "Which of the following formation
providers did you undergo catechetical formation program/s? Check all
that apply" should follow. Concerning this question, Dr. Batan asked
whether there was a difference between the options "School-based
(University)" and "School-based (College)”. Both Ms. Balajadia and Dr.
Navidad affirmed that there is a difference and Ms. Anorico verified this
concern.



The remaining questions were scanned, reclassified, and maintained. Dr.
Batan suggested including the theme "Catechetical Ministry
Engagements," and the questions about employment and contentment
for being a Catholic. Moreover, he asked the SCFP team to ensure that
the tool would be answerable for about 15 minutes. After the
recalibarating of the FTST tool, he reminded Ms. de Vergara about the
need for pre-testing.

The workshop closed with a prayer led by Mr. Espinosa.

To solve this issue, he asked Ms. de Vergara to create a Question Tree
for the tool. In this light, she would create a separate series of questions
for catechists who had undergone formal formation and those formed
informally.

Conclusion
At the end of the workshop, the team reviewed some parts of the FTST
tool. Some of the survey sections that also need improvement were
identified. Although incomplete, the workshop prepared the team for the
necessary steps to accomplish the tool before its online deployment and
highlighted the importance of prudent research decision-making in
developing tools.
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Moreover, the term "Curricula" in the theme title was contested by Ms.
Balajadia, citing specific academic programs at La Salle University that
used the term "Program" more often than "Curricula." According to Dr.
Navidad, the former term was more encompassing than the latter one.
Therefore, the former was better. However, Dr. Batan also raised his
concern about the term "Curricula" relative to his knowledge that some
catechetical centers are using “catechetical formation programs.”
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