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Introduction
The Research Forum and Workshop on Catechetical Ministry (CM)
provided an avenue for the National Catechetical Study (NCS) 2021:
Pastoral Action Research and Intervention (PARI) Project Research
Team, select guest speakers, and participants to identify and provide
possible means in addressing the problems surrounding CM, which
helped in the shaping of the project’s conceptualization process.
Particularly, the objectives of the event were:
1. To understand the sociological explanation of the current situation
of catechetical education and religious literacy in the Philippines;
and
2. To explain and evaluate the three pastoral action research
proposals – Studying the Catechized (SC), Studying Catechetical
Centers (SCC), and Studying Catechetical Human Resources

Registration and Introductory Activities
The registration started at 8:00 AM. After an hour, Ms. Balajadia, the
host, directed the crowd to stand up for the opening prayer. Ms. Anorico
led the prayer, saying:
“Lord our God,
We praise and glorify your name. We stand before you aware of
your power and grace. Come to us and enlighten our hearts and we
ask your blessing, especially for our project, the National Catechetical
Study (NCS) 2021: Pastoral Action Research and Intervention, and the
task ahead of us. Mindfull that we may know your will and fulfil our
purpose.
Guide us by your wisdom and direct our work. Bless all our members
and co-workers for the success of this endeavour and may our work
bring us together for the service of the Church and its members. Keep
us faithful to what is true So that all our work may be pleasing to you.
We ask these through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son
Amen.”
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Then, all the participants stood up and sang the Philippine National
Anthem. To officially begin the workshop, Dr. De Castro, the director of
the Research Center for Social Sciences and Education (RCSSEd) of the
University of Santo Tomas (UST), welcomed in her introductory remarks.
the event's participants, guests, and speakers.

Workshop Overview
The host introduced the principal investigator of the NCS 2021: PARI
Project, Dr. Batan, to briefly elucidate the project's background.
He began by sharing the
project's historical
development and their
experience of struggles in
the past research of NCS
2018. In the sharing, he
highlighted the premise of
the research, its argument
of ''relevant pastoral
insights on how
catechetical ministry (CM)
may be enhanced in relation to the current demographic landscape of
teaching catechism in the country.” He added the elements of 'faithbased' service is observed as a socio-spiritual dynamic of catechetical
practice among catechist respondents. Finally, he, underscored the need
to conduct and continue the project to deepen our understanding on the
state of faith education of the people of our country. Moreover, he also
mentioned the workshop’s objectives.
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Research Forum: Question and Answer
Dr. Batan facilitated the forum. The speakers were composed of Dr.
Sapitula, a faculty member of the Department of Sociology, University
of the Philippines; Sr. Enginco, the assistant executive secretary of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines-Episcopal Commission
on Catechesis and Catholic Education (CBCP-ECCCE); and Fr. Tiong,
the UST vice-rector for Religious Affairs.
The speakers in the forum emphasized the need to change the general
mindset about catechists. The different questions/concerns raised in
the event and the corresponding responses of the speakers are:
Catechists are at the lowest level in the parish community. Most of
the time, they do the hard work, prepare, and deal with the
criticisms from their coordinators. They often lack professional
interaction and affirmations.
In response, Dr. Sapitula explained
the importance of grassroots. He
stated that the notion that
catechists are at the lowest level
must be dispelled and that
Theology is the cream of the crop.
He suggested reformulating our
views in terms of learning and
remembering that catechism is not
something we could outgrow.

He added that catechism remained a part of the Church's life,
emphasizing that, despite shifting to different modes in teaching, the
catechists should not be left behind. Moreover, he mentioned the
importance of welcoming CM as an integral part of the parish, which
could become a key in professionalizing the catechists. To end his
response, he stated that presenting the truth of the faith in
catechetical form was one way of appreciating the faith.
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Succeedingly, Sr. Enginco advised
that we coexist and live peacefully
with other religions on common
grounds. With the National
Association of Catechists in the
Philippines and the upcoming
celebration of the 500th year of the
gift of faith in the archipelago, she
expressed that "we should be
hopeful, not discouraged."
Fr. Tiong responded with an apology addressed to all catechists for
feeling belittled all the time. He mentioned that the real culprit of
this problem were the priests and called them to do something about
it. He also mentioned that with the current efforts of the NCS 2021:
PARI Project team and UST Alumni Priest Association, priests were
somehow reaching out and responding to the issue. He emphasized
further that one of the most important tasks of all parish priests was
to maximize their blessings with the professionals. He added that
they all share the same passion for doing something out of their
hearts, whether as volunteers or as professionals. He concluded with
the statement, "We hope something will happen, and we salute the
catechists. Patawad po! Patawad po!"
What influences the Filipino Catholics today? Why do they still
support our president despite his bad-mouthing of Christianity?
Dr. Sapitula explained that President Duterte's verbal attacks on the
Church rooted from the Church's stand on the morality of killings and
human support during his war on drugs. Moreover, he perceived this
behavior as a form of institutionary aggression, amplified by many
Filipinos who need a strong leader to solve the country's problems. He
pointed out that the one to blame in this social phenomenon was not
the Church but the country's differences and unevenness.
As a response to the questions, Fr. Tiong narrated some instances
when he denied support to the political positions of his superiors.
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Also, he mentioned that he experienced
a change of mind when a bishop, who
supported a dictator, once explained that
his support was entrusted to him by the
Vatican as part of his service. In the end,
he concluded with the statement, "We
are really walking on a tight balance. Let
us just do the best we can. All things are
never useless."
In education, we cannot reject a person with a disability. Still, as they
start their study, they tend to not understand the lesson because of the
catechists' lack of training on sign language. Can we strengthen the
campaign to enable catechists to support the person with a
disability?
Dr. Sapitula started his response with the statement, "Catechesis is
word-based." Accordingly, he mentioned that to teach the deaf
community, we must be open to new modes of teaching and
maximize the use of our available resources. Moreover, he pointed
out that learning sign language (and other methods needed to teach
people with disabilities) is a professional skill, further emphasizing
his call to professionalize the catechists.
There are so many changes happening, particularly in Jolo, where the
minority are Christians. However, 14 years ago, we had more practicing
Christian. We have big conversions now in the Muslim community. Some
schools are not welcoming and are indifferent to our religion.
To answer the concern raised, Dr. Sapitula explained the "intra-Islamic
conflict" phenomenon, which implies the struggles of Muslims among
themselves. Accordingly, he mentioned that the disagreements between
Shafi (moderate) and Wahabi Muslims (intolerant and fundamentalist)
might indirectly affect the Christian communities in Mindanao. However,
he emphasized that we should not generalize the situation; instead, we
should frame a proper response and defend our faith in a very respectful
way, citing St. Francis' current endeavour to evangelize the passionate
sultan of Egypt as an example.
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Furthermore, Fr. Tiong said that UST had been engaged in various
programs, such as the CREDO program (headed by the Institute of
Religion) and The Good News for Peace program. Through these
initiatives, the involved organizations have been witnesses of interfaith
dialogue and occasions on improving relationships with other religions,
particularly in the Bangsamoro region.
How do we defend or designate the catechist? Is it cognitive, equal to
liturgy, or spiritual? How do we define a catechist? What is his/her role?
Dr. Sapitula responded by mentioning that the foundation of
catechetical activities is "faith." He added that faith is understanding, a
rational argument, an appreciation of other Christian life aspects, and an
attraction to the mass. He ended by saying, "There is faith, seeking,
understanding and education in the faith. Faith will always be faith."

Keynote Address & Panel Reaction
In his keynote address, Dr. Sapitula presented some sociological
reflections on the country's catechetical education and religious
literacy. The outline of his discussion was composed of three parts: (1)
challenges of traditional catechesis, (2) religious literacy, and (3) some
guideposts on catechism and religious literacy.
Here are some of the key takeaways from his speech:
•

Establishing a connection between catechetical intent and
catechetical activity followed by the Catholic Church remains
challenging in this modern world. Based on the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC), the universal tripartite structure: (1)
profession of the faith; (2) worship; and (3) prayer, is usually
contextualized in schools, parish communities, mission areas, and
social media. The loci where catechesis is contextualized depend on
the variety of people, bearing in mind their social and cultural
capital as necessities for effective catechesis. Dr. Sapitula narrated
that, like the elders at home, catechists and even priests attempted
to integrate their catechetical intent into catechetical activity by
knowing the 'current trends' and 'fads' to gauge the connection and
relationship between them and the catechized.
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•

Catechism and religious literacy are two distinct concepts but play a
major role in the education of the faith process. As Dr. Sapitula
explained, religious literacy is the intersection of religion with social,
political, and cultural life. Religious Literacy is also referred to as
academic understanding of the place of religion in the midst of other
dimensions of society and human life. Moreover, Religious Literacy
is a kind of literacy that explores religion and faith but does not aim
at bringing or influencing others to any faith for that matter. On the
other hand, catechesis is a systematic structure that deals with
essentials and aims to initiate the catechized into the fullness of the
Christian faith. The foundational concept governing catechesis is
faith formation; specifically, it is an "education in the faith process."

•

The distinction between these two terms is essential, particularly
in the Philippine context, where pluralism of religion exists. The
changing landscape affected by migration created a religious
environment where diversity of faith necessitates a grounded
understanding of other religions and their practices. Through this
situation, religious literacy connects with catechesis. It informs
catechesis on the kind of culture, politics, social demographics,
and most especially the religious environment of the catechetical
setting. It is imperative to coexist with others while being situated
in a pluralistic faith context like the Philippines.

•

The dialogue between catechesis and religious literacy may be a
veritable starting point towards effecting CM that is truly witnessing
to the faith it professes without discriminating against other
religions – for the presence of God is also found in them.

•

As argued by Dr. Sapitula, it is high time for the Catholic Church to
denounce the culture of religious pluralism in the Philippines
through religious literacy. The need to educate Filipinos by
incorporating measures of mutual understanding of other religions
in historical, political, and social narratives welcomes a diverse and
open dialogue on strengthening the faith process.

•

Dr. Sapitula acknowledged few platforms in the Philippines that
welcome non-Catholics in lieu of religious beliefs and practices, such
as the following:
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(1) recognition of actually-existing diversity in schools (DepEd DO no.
53, s. 2001); (2) recognition of the needs of other religious communities
(DepEd DO no. 105, s. 2010); (3) including "World Religions" in the
school curriculum (RA 10533 or Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013).
Each of these platforms was narrated by Dr. Sapitula in the form of
research stories about Catholics being mindful of the religious beliefs
and practices of non-Catholics (Muslims, to be exact). He also argued
that even though the Catholic Church is unconsciously practicing
religious pluralism, there is an observed gradual change of Filipino
Catholics becoming more educated about the faith process. Though, the
modern world is fast-moving and dynamic.
•

Dr. Sapitula ended his speech by giving three guideposts: (1) set
clear goals for teaching the faith in a modern setting; (2) establish
the integral link between transmissions in the faith and growing in
the faith; (3) foster intercultural sensitivity. He raised these
guideposts intending to integrate a new perspective and approach
throughout the course of the NCS 2021: PARI Project and to
emphasize with the hopes of contributing a greater impact on
deepening and understanding the education in the faith process.

•

Sr. Enginco, one of the panel reactors, shared some reflections on
Dr. Sapitula's keynote address. The outline of her discussion
revolves into two parts: (1) the research journey of NCS 20162018, and (2) an affirmation of the team, guest speaker, and
participants. Similarly, the other panel reactor, Fr. Tiong, discussed
his insights through realizations and stories.
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Studying the Catechized
(SC) Proposal Presentation
Ms. Balajadia, the assigned NCS 2021: PARI Project research associate
to co-lead SC, presented the proposal for this action research. She
started by mentioning the general objective of the proposed study - “SC
is aimed at knowing where the catechized are at.” She further explained
that this study seeks to explore the social demographics, the notion of
the "catechized" to essential doctrines and its relevance to their lives,
the disposition towards the methods, approaches in catechesis and
catechists, and the impact of the integration of catechesis to the
practical lives of the catechized.
Ms. Balajadia continued her presentation by stating the nature of SC,
which is academic and pastoral. Moreover, she elucidated the proposed
methods, which are quantitative and qualitative approaches. It will
utilize stratified sampling to identify the study's respondents and
consult statisticians concerning the validity and reliability of the
population sample. The respondents will not be classified into
categories like school-based or parish-based in identifying where
catechesis was primarily experienced because there are other existing
loci of catechesis like family and church.
Furthermore, Ms. Balajadia mentioned that the data gathered will be
used to conceptualize, plan, and implement catechetical approaches and
methods that are truly responsive to the context of the catechized.
These efforts are directed towards effecting a revitalized CM where
renewed evangelization is experienced.
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Studying the Catechetical
Centers (SCC) Proposal
Presentation
Ms. Anorico shared the proposal for SCC, the
NCS 2021: PARI Project research associate
assigned to co-lead the mentioned study. Her
presentation started with a discussion of the
study's abstract. She mentioned that it is a
pastoral action research focused on four
indicators, namely

Watch the short video
of the event here:

(1) the foundation and evolution of catechetical centers; (2) formation
programs and projects; (3) catechetical teaching and learning strategies
employed; and (4) the curricular challenges and innovation initiatives. She
also stated that, at the end of this action research, intervention programs
would be developed to improve and address the challenges faced by
catechetical centers, especially in curriculum implementation.
She then proceeded to present the background of the study, which was
mostly based on primary Church documents on CM, such as the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1992; the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of the Philippines, 1997, 2007; and the Compendium of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2005. In the same section of the
discussion, she enumerated and elucidated the issues currently faced by
the catechetical centers in the country, including: (1) failure and absence
of continuous relevant catechetical training formation to the catechists;
(2) development of an appropriate catechetical curriculum; (3) the role
of technology in the formation of catechists; (4) leadership in
catechetical centers concerning the implementation of catechetical
curriculum; and (5) the physical structure of catechetical centers.
Moreover, Ms. Anorico stated that the focus of SCC is to understand the
historical background of catechetical centers and assess the existing
catechetical curriculum and instruction implemented in the country. Here,
six points for empirical inquiring were discussed, which are the following:
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1. How the catechetical centers started and evolved in the
Philippines?
2. What kind of leadership was implemented in these centers?
What are the significant contributions of the catechetical leaders
to the development and implementation of the catechetical
curriculum in these centers?
3. What are the catechetical formation programs and projects in
each catechetical center? How did it strengthen (or weakened)
the centers?
4. What is the status of the catechetical curriculum and instruction
implementation in the catechetical centers?
5. How did the technological development of the catechetical
curriculum affect the implementation of the curriculum and
instruction?
6. What intervention programs can be developed from examining
the catechetical centers' history, curriculum, and projects and
programs?
Ms. Anorico then mentioned the working literature review of the study.
Here, she discussed the study's theoretical lens and strategies. The
theories explained are the following:
1. Complementary Theory of Documents of Lund (2009)
2. Curriculum Design Framework of Ornstein and Hunkins (2009).
3. Outcomes-Based Education of Tucker (2004).
The mentioned strategies include the following:
1. Historical Case Study Approach, a combination of Ornstein and
Hunkins' (2009) framework and Tucker's (2004) outcomes-based
education
2. Creative and visual methodologies (Gauntlett, 2005) for the
visual presentation and analysis of the catechetical centers.
In summary, Ms. Anorico explained that SCC aims to translate research
insights to develop policies, guidelines, and strategies to improve the
current state of catechetical centers in the Philippines and intervention
activities to update the curriculum and instruction of the catechetical
centers.
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Studying Catechetical
Human Resource (SCHR)
Proposal Presentation
The presentation of the proposal for SCHR was facilitated by Dr.
Meneses, the NCS 2021: PARI PARI Project research associate
designated to co-lead the said study. She mentioned that the central
concern of SCHR is one of the hidden treasures of the Catholic Church –
the catechists. She also pointed out that there is a need to
professionalize the services provided by catechists, both volunteers and
professionals. There is no argument that catechists in more developed
cities receive ample benefits. However, it matters that the Church
should be mindful of the catechists who labor in remote rural areas of
the country – attention is wanting.
In order to present a scientific and credible research, Dr. Meneses stated
that this dimension of NCS 2021- PARI project will employ mixed
methods yet will rely heavily on the qualitative method for it expands
and deepens the quantitative data at hand. A relatively new qualitative
method will be used, namely a visual method, through photo-elicitation,
specifically respondent-generated. Another possible material for the
visual method is an elicitation of films that can best describe the
catechists' present condition and what they hope for; this will be done in
consensus via focus group discussion.
At the latter part of the presentation, Dr. Meneses showed a draft
survey that will be used for this research.
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Workshop Participants’ Contribution
An open forum followed the project proposal presentations. Its purpose
is to get comments and suggestions from the participants to improve
the proposals. Some of the participants' salient contributions are:
•

To expand SCC by conducting a tracer survey for the alumni or
graduates of the catechetical centers;

•

To classify the catechetical centers according to the following
categories: (1) community life; (2) live out, (3) degree, (4) different
certificate programs, and (5) university, and produce minimum
standards of policies or guidelines for classifying the centers and
distinguish the difference between a catechist and a religious
education instructor.

•

To consider the following: (1) catechetical centers for catechized or
catechumens; (2) details of the catechist's formation such as the
date they receive their formation; and (3) spirituality of catechists;

•

To identify the model parishes and their best practices, which will
include identifying the charism and distinguishing the humanresource situation of each catechetical center;

•

To develop an intervention program that focuses on training
catechists on how to teach students with psychological issues.
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500 Years of Christianity (YOC) in the Philippines

