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Introduction
This discussion served as an opportunity for the National Catechetical
Study (NCS) 2021: Pastoral Action Research and Intervention (PARI)
Project Research Team to converse about the NCS 2021 data. This
one-hour session involved discussions on research data analysis,
decisions, and plans.
Specifically, this discussion assisted in
clarifying questions about the NCS 2021
Studying the Catechized (SC) data. More so,
it looked into exploring the findings from
the preliminary data analysis. Consequently,
it aided the team in producing a sound
report for NCS 2021 SC data.
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NCS 2021 SC Data Research
Notes & Decisions
Mr. Joven opened the workshop by viewing and explaining the survey
questionnaire (SQ) data worksheet of SC. This dataset contained a total
number of 6,581 responses, numerized and cleaned by the project’s
research assistants. After considering the SC-SQ's criteria questions and
identifying the incomplete responses, he also mentioned that the
number of data was reduced to 6,499. Subsequently, he presented the
SC-SQ’s SPSS syntax patterned from the syntax used in producing the
report for the Diocese of Kalookan.
Below are the workshop’s highlights:
•

Mr. Joven pointed out the importance of recording variables in SPSS
responses are vague. As an example, he showed his recorded
decisions for the responses on address and highest educational
attainment.

•

Considering the declaration of missing cases, Dr. Batan mentioned
that it could be done during data processing for documentation. As a
response, Mr. Joven explained that he planned to process first the
whole dataset before declaring the missing cases.

•

Mr. Joven mentioned that the main variables he considered for
cross-tabulation were biological sex, age, and space of worship
(center or periphery). Considering the biological sex as moderating
variable, he observed that only a few items showed significant
differences. He suspected that it was due to the large gap between
the number of female and male respondents. Dr. Batan disagreed
with his intuitive explanation, emphasizing that cross-tabulation
checks differences relative to distribution, not percentages.
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•

To exemplify a case wherein a significant difference was observed
(using chi-square) between the responses of male and female
catechized respondents, Mr. Joven processed a cross-tabulation of the
responses on the question “In your opinion, what kind of Catholic are
you?” by biological sex. In the resulting output, he pinpointed that
despite the small differences between the percentage distribution of
the responses, a significant difference between male and female
responses was identified using hypothesis testing. Dr. Batan
responded that the possible explanation for his concern was that the
difference surfaced from the tendency of the female respondents to be
more practicing Catholics than males and males to be more seasonal
Catholics. In other words, the significant difference was not merely
based on the percentage difference between the respondents' answers
but more on the variation (or dispersion from each other) of the
responses considering the choices from the question for each gender.
Moreover, he pointed out that this finding is an example of what
should be reported.

•

Considering the space of worship, Mr. Joven observed that, similar to
the case of biological sex, only a few significant differences were
observed. A conflicting example about the responses on the
familiarity with parish priest was discussed. It appeared that the
respondents from the periphery were more familiar with their parish
priest than those from the center. The same findings were found in
the case of the respondents’ familiarity with their bishop. Dr. Batan
explained that the possible reason for this instance was a
classification error, an example of human error. Moreover, he
mentioned that this case emphasized the need for ecclesiastical
territory (ET) cross-checking or an extension of the analysis to threeway cross-tabulation, which Dr. Navidad affirmed.

•

In the case of the age groups, there were apparent differences in the
findings. Dr. Batan clarified that it only suggests that the data are
anchored to age structures. In other words, society has varying
expectations in different age groups.
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•

However, Dr. Batan mentioned that the cases of variables with no
significant differences caugh his attention. It is due to his expectation
that there are relative differences in how male and female Filipino
Catholics respond to various religious activities. In the case of the
center-periphery relationship, he mentioned that the expectation is
that the periphery should be in-service for those in the centers. If the
findings would be the opposite of these expectations, he emphasized
the need to fully inform the study's stakeholders of these findings.

•

Moreover, Dr. Batan discussed that
there are actual (and logical)
expectations from the findings, which
should not be emphasized in the
reports. For example, considering the
responses on type of work by age
group, a significant difference is
expected because the younger groups
tend not to work. He told Mr. Joven that what should be reported
are the differences in findings related to catechetical ministry and
religious variables.

•

Dr. Batan also mentioned that there are two other levels of
quantitative analysis to consider aside from the initial findings. First
is the direction of the relationship between two variables, which
could be positive or negative. Second is the strength of the
relationship, which could be weak or strong. He explained that
these forms of analysis are measured using correlation.

•

Considering the items on godparents, Dr. Batan emphasized the
possibility to check the tendency of knowledgeable godparents to
teach their godchildren. He pointed out that this case adhered to the
gist of SC, which is to see the impact of catechesis on the
catechized. Thus, it could be considered. To set an example, Dr.
Batan asked Mr. De Rosas, a godparent, to rate his knowledge
about Catholic doctrine on faith from one to five, five being the
highest. He responded two, explaining that he was more inclined to
a relational understanding of faith; thus, his tendency to teach
Catholic doctrines to his godchildren is low.
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•

Dr. Batan explained that he included the questions on social class
and other economic contexts in the questionnaire to have an
indicator of how poor or rich the respondents are. In addition, he
mentioned that he intended it to be a wealth index and this part of
the survey as a complete picture of the respondents’ sociodemographic profile. Moreover, he asked Mr. Joven to analyze the
differences in the responses by social class on the actual economic
experiences, such as hunger, access to water, and even their
perception of the economic status of the Church.

•

On the inquiry of Mr. Joven about what findings to include in the
report, Dr. Batan responded that he needs to process the full
dataset first. Then, from the resulting outputs, he needs to identify
an interesting story (not necessarily including all results), which will
be the findings to be reported. Additionally, he needs to consider if
the story identified has an empirical basis and should revolve
around the study's argument.

•

Mr. Joven shared his experience of dealing with an overwhelming
set of data, which could be confusing while in the task of
processing. In his sharing, he pointed out the need to completely
focus on the objectives to accomplish the tasks. Dr. Batan, in
response, shared that the one who designed and developed the
questionnaire has an advantage in processing and analyzing the
data.

•

In terms of items on cultural contexts, Dr. Batan emphasized that the
consideration of space of worship as moderating variable would
become more interesting.

•

Regarding the items on Catholic Social Teachings (CST) and
religious indicators, Dr. Batan mentioned the possibility of checking
the differences between the responses of those who are highly
knowledgeable on CST (or religious) and those who are not. In this
prospect, recoding would be useful.
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Concluding Activities
After the workshop, Dr. Batan asked each participant to share their new
learning. The following are the participants’ workshop insights:
•
•

•

•

•
•

Mr. Dela Cruz and Mr. Valientes indicated the various ways of
interpreting quantitative data as their key takeaway.
Mr. Salud mentioned that he had become more aware of the
importance of social context in creating logical explanations for each
item in the questionnaire.
In the case of Ms. de Vergara, she emphasized that it is indeed
necessary for the one processing the data to be aware of the
survey’s logic and direction.
Mr. De Rosas expressed his appreciation for the discussion on
quantitative process, particularly the process of producing a story
behind the data from simple variables to cross-tabulations.
Dr. Navidad emphasized that the keys to understanding quantitative
data are diligence and goal orientation.
Lastly, Mr. Joven highlighted the importance of curiosity as one of
the means to an accomplished analysis.

The workshop ended with a prayer led by Ms. de Vergara.
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